
  THE AMERICAN LEGION – POST 133
    MINUTES OF 1-15-2013 MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jim Anastasio, Bruce Daugherty, Kent Carlson, Mel Stead, Al Tedford, 
Leigh Lovering, Bill Dopirak, Bob Shaffer, and Roger Anderson.

GUEST(S) PRESENT:

Commander Jim Anastasio opened the meeting with proper ceremony. All officers were present or 
accounted for.

Adjutant Roger Anderson passed out copies of the January correspondence from Department and the 
minutes of the December meeting. Kent Carlson made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 
meeting. Bruce Daugherty, after objecting to the inclusion of the three names in the “Damaged 
Equipment” section, seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

New Member:  Bob Shaffer, now 86 years old, served in the Navy from 1943 to 1946. He has lived in 
town since 1958 and is attending his first meeting. He has been a Legion member for 23 years.

Departed Members:  NONE.

Finance Officer.  Kent Carlson reported that as of December 31st we have $2,509.43 in our account. All 
bills have been paid. There should be more money coming from Wreaths Across America. Jim thanked 
Kent for the report.

Sick Call:  Roger Anderson reported that Bob Hornish has been sick for a week and a half. He is going 
in next Tuesday to have rotator cup surgery.  

Employment:  Roger informed members that if they know of a veteran looking for a job, the Department 
adjutant sends out emails almost daily about available jobs.

Service Officer.   No report. There was discussion about finding someone who could take over the 
service officer job when Fred steps down and what the service officer does. 

Committee Reports:  
Baseball.  Jim reported that the Legion players are holding batting practice at the indoor batting facility. 
Jim did not hear any more about the repairs to the indoor batting facility. Jim talked with Craig 
Zimmerman about the baseball program helping out with Wreaths Across America.
Boy Scouts. Jim reported that there would be an eagle-scout ceremony Saturday at 2 pm for Zachery 
Bellis at the South Windsor library. Jim also reported that there will be a ceremony in February for 
Bruce’s grandson. We will provide him with a citation also.
Girl Scouts.  We expect to hear about the Girl Scouts’ Gold Award ceremony in May.
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Boys’ State and Girls’ State. Roger reported that he would be putting articles in the newspapers looking 
for applicants for Boys’ State and Girls’ State. Roger talked about funding the programs. Sue Larsen will 
be arranging for meetings with the school board and the superintendent. Art talked about his son’s 
experience. Roger mentioned talking to the Democratic and Republican town committees. Art suggested 
that Daria Plummer could help us. The cost for Boys’ State and Girls’ State for 2013 is $300.
State Police Youth Week. No report.
Wreaths Across America. Art Sladyk reported that we already have 100 wreaths donated for next year. 
Art sent out emails to all the scout leaders, the VFW, and the Patch asking for volunteers to help pick up 
the wreaths on January 26th. Volunteers should meet at the Wapping Cemetery at 10 am. Environmental 
Services has donated a dumpster for us. We may have to pay the dumping fee. Art sent letters out to 
everyone who donated wreaths. Art personally thanked Kip Sheppard for his donation and will go to the 
Rotary Club tomorrow night and thank them. The flyers for the 2013 program are all set to go. The 
ceremony will be December 14th. Last year we spent over a thousand dollars. The two biggest parts 
were the seven signs and the printing. The signs can be used for many years by simply changing the 
date. Art would like to get another seven signs this year. We will cut down a little on the printing. Art 
reported that 40% of the donations were from businesses and 60% from individuals. Art mentioned that 
we have a display at the Strawberry Festival, Armed Forces Day, Heritage Day, and Customers 
Volunteers Day at Geissler’s, and others. Art mentioned that Bruce did a good job with the Knights of 
Columbus. Art also mentioned that Leigh Lovering talked to three people and got thirty wreaths 
donated. Cabela’s donated ten wreaths. There was discussion about setting up a table at the Cabela’s 
ceremony. Art also wants to get a good count of how many veterans are currently buried in town. The 
cemetery associations will keep us informed when veterans are buried in the future. Art suggested that, if 
we get more wreaths donated then we need in South Windsor, we give them to a neighboring town.
Oratorical. Roger reported that post oratorical contests need to be completed by the end of January. We 
have not heard from a South Windsor student this year. The First District contest will be held February 
2nd in Rocky Hill. Roger talked about the program and asked for volunteers to help out.

Old Business.   
Wreaths Across America. Al Tedford made a motion to allocate up to $1,000.00 for signs and printing 
expenses for the Wreaths Across America 2013 program. Bruce Daugherty seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously.

Social. Roger handed out menus to those who signed up for the post social, which will be held Friday, 
January 18th. Jim reported that we have twenty-four people signed up. There will be a social hour from 
6 to 7 pm and dinner will be served at 7 pm. The price will be $25 per person, which includes tax and 
tip. There will be a cash bar.

Budget. Roger talked about needing to set up a budget committee now that we have substantial money 
coming in from Wreaths Across America. Roger handed out an exhibit that he developed as a starting 
point for discussions about funding various programs. He discussed the blue star banners, the food 
pantry, bingos, and nursing homes. Bob Shaffer mentioned that there were quite a few veterans in the 
White Oaks facility. Roger asked members to look over the exhibit and think about other programs that 
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we could support and the amounts for each. There was some discussion about the amount for the 
baseball program.

Correspondence:  In the monthly mailing from Department, the 2013 membership report showed we had 
92 members as of December 31st. There are another three memberships being processed. Our 2013 goal 
is 100. Our final 2012 membership was 103. In his letter, the Department Commander talked about the 
midwinter conference in January and the Department oratorical contest March 2nd at Goodwin College. 
The Senior Vice Commander talked about membership in his letter. The Adjutant wrote about the 
Midwinter Conference in Rocky Hill January 25th, 26th, and 27th. He also mentioned that the Eagle 
Scout of the Year award applications are due March 1st. Roger talked about the Department calendar. 
There was a report from the Department Service Office. There was a flyer for an ice fishing derby 
February 23rd, a flyer about Operation Military Kids volunteers, a flyer for a training session for the 
Soldiers, Sailors, & Marines fund, a flyer about the door prizes at the Midwinter Conference, a flyer 
about the inductees for the Legionnaire Hall of Fame, a flyer for a Sound Tigers vs Norfolk Admirals 
hockey game on February 2nd, a flyer for the Department testimonial on March 23rd, a flyer for the 
banquet for the National Commander on March 29th, a flyer for the Kids Walk on April 20th, a flyer for 
a golf tournament on April 29th dedicated to Operation Comfort Warriors, a flyer about services that are 
available for military members and their families, and an email about a contest to come up with a tag 
line for the Legion, a flyer for purchasing poppies, and a flyer about the Department Color Guard 
looking for members. We also received an email from Art Sladyk thanking all the post members who 
helped out with the Wreaths Across America program this year. Finally, there was a letter from Journey 
Home of the CRT Team informing us that they received a homeless veterans’ reintegration program 
grant from the Department of Labor. They are providing services to any homeless veterans that need 
help. Kent suggested that I provide the information to the town Human Resources Department who 
would be the first to deal with this issue.

New Business:
 
Wreaths Across America State Capitol Ceremony. Art reported that he was approached by the DAR 
regarding a Wreaths Across America ceremony at the state capitol held on the Monday prior to the town 
ceremony. Last year Connecticut was one of only five states that did not do a capitol ceremony. The 
DAR asked if our post would be interested in doing a ceremony this year. Art will be getting more 
information about what we would need to do. Art talked about the problems getting media coverage of 
our events. The members gave Art their support and asked him to get more information. Art is also 
working on having a Wreaths Across America truck stop in town in 2014.

Good of the Legion:

Roger reported that on Monday, February 18th the First District would be holding a fundraiser at the 99 
Restaurant on Main Street in Glastonbury behind Burger King from 5 pm to 9 pm. The Legion will get 
15% of food ordered by legion members and their guests. Roger handed out vouchers for the members 
to use.
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The next First District meeting is Wednesday, January 23rd at 7:30 pm at Post 68 in Berlin. 
Refreshments will be served prior to the meeting starting at 6:30 pm.
The next Post meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 19th. Don’t forget items for the food pantry.  
There being no further business, Commander Anastasio adjourned the meeting with proper ceremony.
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